CHAPTER II.
EDUCATION".
MR. JOHN ALLAN, who now with great reluctance gave his family name to the orphan of the poor actors, had emigrated from Ayrshire, and, as a member of the firm, Ellis .& Allan, had already at the age of thirty-one acquired position and fortune in the Virginia tobacco trade. He had been married for some time, but was still childless; and although in admitting a stranger's offspring to his family he had at first merely yielded to his wife's urgent entreaties, the black-eyed, curly-haired boy naturally soon became a pet in the empty home, especially as his precocity and beauty blended with the charm of his young affection to minister 'to the pride as well as touch the heart of the foster-father. At the age of six he could read, draw, and dance ; of more showy accomplishments (the long, narrow Virginia table, cleared for dessert, being his stage), his trick before company was to pledge their healths, and his talent was to declaim, for each of which he had, perhaps by inheritance, an equal aptitude. He received the rudiments of knowledge in a private school at Richmond, and spent the
